[bookmark: _GoBack]STANDING RULES & HELPING HANDS DUES SCHOLARSHIP


STANDING RULES 

· Guests who are eligible for membership in AAUW May attend three Branch meetings or three Interest Group meetings annually as visitors. They must pay membership dues before attending a fourth meeting.

· Any officer or appointed Board member with a combination of three consecutive unexcused absences from a Board or Branch meeting will automatically forfeit the office or Board position. The President should be contacted to excuse an absence. 

· One member of the nominating committee from the previous year will carry over as a member of the nominating committee for the following year. 

· Procedures for adding or amending the policy statements will be by a simple majority vote of those present and voting at any regular meeting of the Branch. The proposal will be published in the newsletter coming out prior to the meeting. 

· Annual dues are $95 and are distributed as follows: $59 Association ($56 is tax deductible), $16 State, $20 Branch.

· BOARD MEETINGS are held as needed. Everyone is welcome.
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Recognizing that illness, a death in the family, divorce, return to school, job change, or other financial set-backs may make it difficult for an AAUW Tigard Area Branch member to pay membership dues, the Helping Hands Dues Scholarship has been established.
 
Current active members with membership up for renewal and past active members whose dues have lapsed no more than one year are eligible for the Scholarship. An active member is defined as one who has attended at least six branch meetings in their previous membership year. When extenuating circumstances have prevented member from attending meetings, the Membership Vice- President and the Treasurer will review the applicant's eligibility. Persons who have not previously belonged to AAUW can become eligible for a Helping Hands Dues Scholarship by attending three branch meetings (the maximum allowed by the Standing Rules) in either the previous or current membership year and by being referred to the Membership Vice President or Treasurer by a current active member. 

The scholarship covers completely National and State dues. The branch dues will be waived. The dues assistance is for one year. Continued assistance beyond one year will be considered if the member's circumstances have not changed and there are no new applicants for the funds. The Membership Vice-President and the Treasurer will make the decision. 

The availability of the scholarship funds will be advertised in the branch's newsletter. Such funds are currently available. The person needing assistance will notify the Membership Vice President. The Membership Vice-President and the Treasurer will interview the applicant with the information kept confidential. 

Monies for the Helping Hands Dues scholarship will be solicited at membership renewal time via the membership renewal form.
