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February Meeting 

Saturday, February 8th, 1 pm 

Bonaventure of Tigard Theater  
15000 SW Hall Blvd., Tigard 

 
 
 

Girls to Women: An Education Panel 

We have many questions and concerns about edu-
cation in our schools, especially in regard to girls 
and to the diverse student populations.  To ad-
dress these concerns, we will have the opportunity 
to hear a panel of women who have an active in-
volvement in education. Connie Ramaekers is a 
prevention specialist for Tigard-Tualatin School 
District; Courtney Neron is State Representative 
for this area and a former high school teacher; Ka-
ren Hall Aube is an elementary teacher in Tigard.  
 
One question asked of the panel will be about di-
versity in the Tigard-Tualatin School District – eth-
nicity of both students and faculty.  Does this pre-
sent any particular problems, and what services 
are provided? 
 
The panel will be asked what we should know 
about our female students and how they are doing 
compared to times past, particularly in the aca-
demic areas of math and science and equity in 
sports.  We will be interested to learn about the 
District’s compliance with Title IX. 
 
We will hear about how the District accommo-
dates at-risk students.  The panel will be asked 
about special alternative programs for tutoring, 
making up credits, addiction, pregnancy and if 
childcare is available.  This will include how mental 
health issues, as well as other health concerns, are 
being addressed.  
 
While special education services have long been 
provided in public schools, we sometimes hear 
concerns about mainstreaming to the detriment of 
the general school population.  We will hope to 
hear about the experiences that members of the 
panel have had.  

Since the panel includes the legislator repre-
senting our local area and she serves on the Edu-
cation Committee, we can hear from her about 
new provisions regarding funding for schools as 
well as vocational education.  Rep. Neron can fill 
us in on what is happening at the state level. 
 
Education is so important to our community and 
our nation.  We are fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to hear this panel of knowledgeable, dedi-
cated women. 
 
Submitted by Carol Brenneman and Linda Talluto 

 
 

March Meeting 
Wednesday, March 11th, 7 pm  

Tualatin Library Community Room 
18878 SW Martinazzi Ave, Tualatin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Curb Climate Change Instead of Your Trash 

We are very concerned with our environment – 
climate change, how to recycle, and the future of 
our planet.  Betty Shelley and her husband, Jon, 
have produced just one 32-gallon can of garbage 
per year since 2006. She finds waste reduction to 
be a creative and empowering way to reduce her 
impact on the planet’s climate and resources.  
 
Betty is a Master Recycler and a former Recycling 
Information Specialist for Metro Regional Govern-
ment in Portland, Oregon.  For her position with 
Metro, she was often featured on AM/Northwest, 
addressing Reducing, Reusing and Recycling. Betty 
also uses her knowledge and passion to inspire 
others to live a lighter impact lifestyle through the 
“Less is More: Getting to One Can of Garbage a 
Year” courses that she offers. 
 



 

 

 
 
There is so much that we can learn about how to reduce how much we contribute to landfills and the prob-
lems with recycling.  It’s hard to believe how much trash Americans generate. The average American gener-
ates 7.1 pounds of garbage a day!  
 
Even though most of us may not reduce our garbage to the degree that Betty and her husband have, there 
is much we can learn about helping to Curb Climate Change, by decreasing the amount of trash that we 
take to the curb. Betty’s website is:  https://reduceyourwasteproject.com/  It is fascinating! 
 
Submitted by Cheri Frederickson  
 

 

 
President’s News 

 
It was so nice to see so many of you and your guests at our December Holiday Luncheon. The room was 
just perfect, and the food was wonderful. Thanks again to Ilga for making the arrangements. 
 
We were pleased that our state President Georgia Applegate and her husband were able to travel from 
Grants Pass to join us. We had the opportunity to hear about the state’s priorities from Georgia. Since one 
of the state’s priorities and focus is to “further leadership development for young women,” we asked 
Georgia about the opportunity of submitting a scholarship request for our very own member, Ally Yoshioka. 
Ally is very interested in attending the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) 
which is being held at the University of Maryland in May. We also want to make sure that our branch and 
the state do everything we can to ensure her trip and registration are off-set through scholarships. We 
have since learned that the state is offering to provide two $1200 scholarships to deserving candidates and 
we feel that no one is more deserving than Ally. 
 

At the risk of slightly embarrassing Ally, I thought it might be nice to share with you 
a little more about the many activities in which she is involved. Ally is studying pre-
med. That alone is a big responsibility. She is a senior at Portland State University 
where she is also President of the PSU Chapter of the American Medical Women’s 
Association. She is a research assistant doing cancer research in the Estes Lab as 
well as a medical scribe for the emergency department and an oncology health care 
volunteer. She is also a member of the PREMSA Emerging Leaders program. In my 
estimation, those huge responsibilities would completely exhaust most of us. 

 
But, as you know, she is still able to manage being an active member of our AAUW branch and loyally 
attends programs, luncheons, and volunteers in our fundraising efforts. 
 
We are proud to know her and share a little more about her with you. We look forward to hearing more 
from Ally when she returns from the conference if all goes as planned!  Registration for the conference 
which includes lodging is $485. We hope the state scholarship will also cover her travel expenses. 
 
The following is a little more information regarding the details of the National Conference and the five core 
learning objectives for its attendees.  
 

Page 2 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freduceyourwasteproject.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5a9ee8bdb7ac45b67ebf08d79bacbd8a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637149039480991395&sdata=kbdXmKigY1lYBCq4ylA1Pq1WcLYvo8dgNJ6bsRvAvk


 

 

From  AAUW National  
“Challenge yourself. Inspire others. Create impact.” 

 

The National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) 
will be held at the University of Maryland from Wednesday, May 27 
through Saturday, May 30, 2020. 
 
Our 2020 program is shaping up to the biggest, boldest NCCWSL yet! At 
NCCWSL, you will build your leadership skills across our five core learning 
objectives:  
• Leadership development: Develop and strengthen a voice, skill set, and mind-set for leadership 
• Professional development: Build a professional tool kit for postgraduate life 
• Activism: Learn how, why, and when to take action and be a changemaker 
• Women’s issues: Gain a better understanding of local, national, and global issues and policies affecting 

women and of AAUW's role in empowering women 
• Identity and Diversity:  Own your personal identities and roles 
 

Our Story 
NCCWSL was born in 1983, when representatives from national gender equity organizations saw the need 
for a leadership space dedicated to empowering collegiate women. Since then AAUW has taken the helm of 
the conference and NCCWSL has transformed into an essential experience for any woman serious about cre-
ating meaningful impact on her campus, mobilizing her community, and preparing for personal and profes-
sional success after graduation. 

Since the conference’s beginnings one highlight has been our Women of Distinction Awards ceremony and 
reception. This event is a night to honor women who have made indelible marks in their fields and in their 
communities. We have awarded a legacy of trailblazing women in our three-decade history, including Emmy-
winning journalist Connie Chung; NASA astronaut Mae Jemison, Ph.D.; 43rd Treasurer of the United States 
Rosie Rios; Olympic medalist and member of the 1996 Magnificent Seven Olympic gymnastics team 
Dominique Dawes; and the late civil rights activist Dorothy Height. 

NCCWSL is the place to educate yourself about today’s most pressing issues, develop new leadership skills 
while expanding on the skills in your current arsenal, and make lifelong connections with peers across the 
country. 

Submitted by Marsha Brockmeyer 
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Membership Update 
 

I want to thank everyone who got the word out about our January program meeting.  We had 12 non-
member guests attend and two have expressed interest in joining at some time in the future.  Way to go!   

I also want to thank Ally Yoshioka and Marion Dunlap for agreeing to serve on the nominating committee.  
If you are interested in either Membership or Finance leadership opportunities contact one of our com-
mittee members to learn more.  

Linda Liebenstein, Membership VP 
503-686-5597 

 

Please note: Diane Knudsen’s phone number and 
email are wrong in the directory.   
Email dfklh1@gmail.com 
Phone # 971-717-5231 

https://www.aauw.org/
https://www.nccwsl.org/about/keynote-speakers/


 

 

This month we will be se-
lecting our titles for the last 
(Mar/Apr/May) three 
months of our year.  Please 
come prepared to share 
suggestions and ideas. 

February 
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage 
Murders and the Birth of the FBI   
David Grann 
 
 

When:  February 25th @ 7:00 pm 
Where: 23581 SW McLoughlin Ct., Sherwood,   
  97140 
Hostess and Discussion Leader: Judy Silverforb 

Book Group 
 Contact:  Linda Liebenstein  
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INTEREST GROUPS 

Movie Group 
 Contact: Carol Brenneman 

Movie Group met in December to watch and review “Booksmart” a coming of age movie fea-
turing two young girls who always followed “the rules” deciding perhaps they had missed out 
on something.  Our group rated it A-/B+ feeling that there were some real issues to discuss re-
garding young women growing up. We agreed that the movie was designed to appeal to a larg-
er age range than we represented…i.e. language and social interactions. 

  
Next showing will be “The Wife” starring Glen Close whose husband of many years wins the Nobel 
prize.  And we are about to find out what role she played in that encounter. The showing will start at 1 pm, 
February 20th at Marian Dunlap’s.  Participants should either bring a refreshment or appetizer to share with 
others. We will also be picking our next movie. Come prepared to support your choice.  Everyone is wel-
come. This movie provides a very real examination of why history is so oriented to the male and hasn ’t al-
ways given the female the credit she deserves.  If you choose to view the movie prior to then, the discus-
sion should occur sometime after 2 pm. 

February 
February  8 Branch Meeting 
February 20 Movie Group 
February 24 Lobby Day 
February 25 Book Group 
 

March  
March 6 NW Discoveries 
March 11 Branch Meeting 
March 24 Book Group 

Future Branch Programs  
2019-2020 

 
April 8, (Wednesday) 7:00 pm 
Pay to Play: Sexual Harassment   
Tualatin Public Library, 
18878 SW Martinazzi Ave. 
 
May 13, (Wednesday) 7:00 pm 
Supporting Arts in Education 
Branch Awards & Birthday Celebration 
12850 SW Grant Ave, Tigard 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0307742482/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0307742482/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0307742482/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_image_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
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 Contact : Dorothy Wilson 

There will not be a NW Discoveries outing in February but mark your calendar for Friday, 
March 6th at 11:30 am if you would like to join the group for lunch at the Murrayhill Cafe 
located at 14500 SW Murray Scholls Drive, Beaverton, 97007. If the weather is not too cold 
and wet we could also go for a walk around the lake after lunch. Please RSVP to Dorothy 
Wilson by Tuesday, March 3rd so a table can be reserved that will seat all those who wish to 
attend.   

 
On Thursday, April 2nd we will be traveling (carpool) to Salem for the day.  Leaving at about 9 am we will 
drive to Salem Riverfront Park to ride the Carousel followed by lunch at a nearby restaurant.  After lunch we 
will proceed to Mahonia Hall (the Governor's residence) for a 1 pm tour led by members of the AAUW Sa-
lem Branch.  The Hall is ADA accessible and we will be allowed to drive thru the gates and park close to the 
entrance. The Tudor-style home, was built in the 1920's but refurbishments have included an elevator to 
the upper floors if needed.  We will complete the tour by 2:30 pm and then head home.   
 
**PLEASE NOTE - it is mandatory that anyone who wishes to go on this trip RSVP to Dorothy by Tuesday, 
March 24th because the security team at Mahonia Hall requires the names of all visitors one week prior to 
arrival. To RSVP and to ask any questions please contact Dorothy Wilson by email at 19doro-
thy74@gmail.com or by phone/text at 408-596-0403.  
 
Friday, May 1st a visit to the Portland Rhododendron Garden followed by lunch will our last outing until the 
Fall.  Further details on this will be in the April/May Update.   

REGISTRATION LOBBY DAY 2020| Keynote Speaker Senator Kathleen Taylor  
Date: Monday, February 24, 2020  

Time: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm  
Theme: Women Legislators in Salem:  Getting There and Staying There 

Location: Capitol Building, Room 50, 900 Court Street NE, Salem, OR 97301 
 

AAUW of Oregon is providing an opportunity to meet our legislators and discuss AAUW priorities happen-
ing during the 2020 legislative short session occurring this spring.  Registration is possible online at the 
state website, or you can download a registration sheet with a check for $25 to cover costs including lunch. 
The all-day conference located in the Capitol Building promises to be very interesting and informative. 
 
One of the highlights will be a panel discussing how we can encourage women to run for public office and 
get elected.  Specific topics will include making the decision, running a campaign, winning the race, finding 
your place and bipartisan collaboration.  We are fortunate at our local branch as Courtney Neron, State 
Representative will be on our February panel, “Girls Becoming Women.”  
 
There will be a group going from our area including myself as I had volunteered earlier to serve in the public 
policy position for our branch.  If you are interested in joining me, please let me know at carolbren-
neman350@gmail.com.  Having been to Lobby Day previously, I can attest to it being a worthwhile day 
spent learning about how our branches of government work in Oregon and how we can be effective in 
making change happen.   

Submitted by Carol Brenneman 

mailto:carolbrenneman350@gmail.com
mailto:carolbrenneman350@gmail.com
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Mission Statement – To advance gen-
der equity for women and girls 
through research, education, and ad-
vocacy 

 

Vision Statement – Equity for all 

 

Value promise – Nonpartisan.  Fact-
based. Integrity.  Inclusion and Inter-
sectionality. 

AAUW 2020 Dual Oregon/Washington Convention 

 
 

Mark your calendars for April 17-19 in Vancouver, WA for the 2020  
Dual Oregon/Washington Convention. 

 

Celebrate women’s suffrage with like-minded friends. Dress in white 
for “Suffrage Night” at Saturday’s dinner and enjoy a festive evening 

of historical entertainment. 
 Be part of a wonderful weekend at the beautiful and rustic Heathman Lodge. 
 
 Network with old friends and make new ones from other branches. 
 
 Learn from a diverse group of experts on AAUW’s major themes of education and train-

ing; economic security; and leadership. 
 
 Explore the Vancouver area with a number of guided tours on Friday afternoon. 
 
 Watch for details of the convention in the Winter state newsletter, including hotel infor-

mation, registration form and meeting agenda. 
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